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To the DEISTS. 


Gentlemen, 

VO are grown ſo conſidera- 
Y ble in your Numbers, that 
I think no body can juſtly blame a 
well-meaning Man for endeayour- 
ing to convince you, that you 
are Members of Society. In order 
to which I have drawn up a Cate- 
chifm, I hope fo calculated: as to 
diſcover that I am a Friend to 
Mankind, without provoking the 


5 A or of your Adver- 


A 2 ſaries; 


(ir) 


faries; for I have carefully avoided f 
every conteſted Point, and have 


aſſerted no Doctrine which is not 
allowed and maintained by every 
Religious Syſtem in the World 
8 —only a conditional Eternity 


of future Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments introduced itſelf ; and, I 
think, may be introduced into any 
Religion without violating any of 
its Tenets. Iperſuade myſelf, that 
a ſtrict Adherence to the Doctrines 
of this Catechiſm would make us 
uſeful Members of Society ; and I 
delight myſelf with the pleaſing Re- 


flection of having formed a Creed, 
which may provea FoundationStone 
of univerſal Conformity in Religion, 


ſince it contains the Fundamentals 
pro- 


profeſs d by Chriſtians, Jews, Turks, 
Infidels and Hereticks, I. don't 
foreſee that any Miſchief can reſult 
from this Catechiſm; and it would 
be proper to inſti] it into every 
Child of every Perſuaſion, as it 
would enlarge the Apprehenſions 
of a Deity in the Unlearned, and 
does not break in upon the parti- 
cular Doctrines of any Religion. 
In the mean Time, I muſt confeſs 
that my principal Deſign in pub- 
liſhing this, was to inform you 
Free-thinkers, that a Diſbelief of 
Chriſtianity does not releaſe your 
Obligation to Morality; and to let 
you ſee that every thing which is 
injurious to Society is as ſtrictly 
prohibited by the Religion of Na- 


de 


(7 


ture, as it is by Revelation. Some 


of you Gentlemen, when they have 


leap'd over the Pale of the Church, 


are apt to fancy themſelves Com- 
moners of Nature, (in the worſt 
Acceptation of the Phraſe) and uſe 
their Liberty as a Cloak of Mali- 


ciouſneſs. I think you eſteem Be- 


nevolence the Sum of your Duty to 
Mankind ; remember then, that 


want of Virtue is want of Benevo- 


ence ; and Society muſt fall in 


courſe, if we purſue our private 


Satisfaction only. In fhort, let the 
Contention be, who ſhall moſt pro- 
mote the Good of Mankind ; and 
when the Deiſts fairly prove their 
Pretenſions to ſuperior Goodnels, 


in God's Name let them have the 


Praiſe, 
In 
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( vii = 
In a little Time I propoſe to pub- 
liſh a Liturgy correſponding to this 


Catechiſm, containing the ſeveral 


Offices of our Common Prayer, to 


which will be annexed ſome Pro- 


poſals for the due Regulation of 


of your publick Devotions, that you 


may be reduced to ſome Oeconomy, 
and be better employ'd than in 
controverting the Religion of other 


PHILANDER, 
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USE of the DEISTS. 
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HO made you * 


Q 
A. Gov. 


LU 


Q. To what Purpoſe did Gov make 
you 
A. To be happy. 


Q. If Goy created you to be happy, 
have not you a Right to promote your own 


Happieſt? 


” 
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(2) 

A, I have certainly a Right to promote 
my own Happineſs ; but as Go p created 
all Men to be happy, I have no Right 
to promote my Happineſs in a Manner 
injurious to Society, becauſe if every Man 
ſhould purſue his own Satisfaction, with- 
out Regard to the Happineſs of others, 
we ſhould all be miſtaken, and the Deſign 
of Go in our Creation would be diſap- 

* 1 | 


Q. Do you think then 4 Man can be 1 
guilty of Injuſtice by promoting his own 
Happineſs by any Means? 

A. To be ſure he may; for as Gop 

| cannot act by Partiality, but has created 
all Men to be happy, tis plain that who- 
ever purſues his own Happineſs by Me- 
thods which he knows to be deſtructive of 
the general Happineſs, evidently robs others 
; of that Share of Happineſs which G ov 
. defign'd them; and argues by his Actions, 
that his Happineſs only was intended by 
the Creator, which is a apparently falſe and 
unjuſt, 5 


Q. But 


(3] 
Q. But Men who are thus unjuſt are ſo 
frequently ſucceſsful in this World, and 
Men of Integrity, (who preſerve Society 
from mouldering into Ruin) are. ſa often 
unhappy, that it ſeems more advantageous 
to be unjuſt than to be juſt, 

A, It may perhaps /eem ſo, and that de- 
ceitful Appearance has betray'd Abundance 
into Purſuits of Pleaſure and Profit, with- 
out Regard to the Miſeries they occaſion ; 
but if every Man would ſteadily conſult 
the general Good of Mankind, tis evident 
that the Advantage would be found on 
the Side of Juſtice; for the general 
Stock of Happineſs would then be en- 
creaſed, and by Conſequence the E 
of the Individuals. 


Q. You ſay true; if all Men were bene. 
volent, we ſhould certainly find our Account 
in it; But fince too many are influenced by 

ſelſſb Views, and fince Men of Integrity 

run a riſe of being injur d, where human 
| Laws are too imper fect to protect them, 
Why ſhould any Man neglect an Opportu- 
ity of indulging his Inclinations, and of 
B 2 Securing 


ſecuring to himſelf the beſt Share of Huppi- 
neſs he can? 

A. Since Reaſon teaches us the Deſign 
of Gop in our Creation, and ſince Gon 
Þ a common Father of us all, it plainly 
follows, that they who hold faſt their In- 
tegrity will in a future State be recom- 
penſed the Injuries they have received from 
the ungovern'd Paſſion of others ; for as 
Gop created us to be happy, it cannot be 
ſuppos'd that he will ſuffer any one to be 
miſerable, only for having contributed ta 


| that Deſign, 


. What do you conceive will be the Na- 

fure 57 that future Recompenſe? 
A. Beſides the Approbation of Go p, 
Improvement in Knowledge, and other 


inconceivable Enjoyments, it ſeems natu- 
rally to follow, that all of this benevolent 


Diſpoſition will be placed together, and 


ſure no greater Heaven can be wiſh'd than 
ſuch a Situation, free from Infirmities of 
the Body. 


Q. And what Puniſhment do you ſuppoſe 
will be inflicted on thoſe who 45 ifturb Man- 
kind 


(97 
kind by a licentious Tudulgenct of their 
Paſſions? 

A, Beſides a Senſe of Go p's Diſpleaſure, 
(which muſt fill the Mind with Horror) 
unſociable and unbenevolent Tempers will 
probably be placed together, and torment 
each other; or elſe they'll fly from each 
other into Solitude, and either Situation 
will be ſufficiently miſerable. 


Q. Do you believe that theſe Rewards 
and Puniſhments will be everlaſting ? 

A, We may very reaſonably believe that 
the Happineſs of good Men will continue 
for ever, becauſe it would ſeem to call in 
Queſtion the Wiſdom or Juſtice of the 
Creator, ſhould he diſcontinue it after any 
Term of Time, unleſs for Miſbehaviour. 
And as I think it pofſible for thoſe who 
ſhall be admitted among the Juſt to forfeit 
their Place, and to be diſcarded for ill Be- 
haviour ; ſo by Parity of Juſtice, there 
ſeems room to imagine, that the Wretched 
may be admitted among the Happy, when 
a Change of Temper has fitted them for 


ſocial Happineſs: So that I ſuppoſe a con- 
= ditional, 


(6) 
ditional, but not an abſolute Eternity of 
Rewards and Puniſhments. | 


. Thus our Obligation to moral Virtue 


is firmly eftabliſh'd. But do you think this 
the whole Duty of Man? 

A. No. Beſides this Benevolence to- 
wards aur Fellow Creatures, we owe the 


greateſt Gratitude to Almighty God, for 


having brought us into Being, and placed 
us in Circumſtances which afford a fair 
Proſpect of Happineſs here, and a certain 
PraſpeR of Happineſs hereafter. 


Q. And what Duty does this Gratitude 
exact from us? 


A. Acknowledgments of our Creator's 


Goodneſs, to be made from Time to 
Time, in ſuch Manner as may be moſt 
proper to expreſs our Gratitude, and to 


keep it alive. — 
"4 


Q. Is there by other Duty. incumbent 
upon us? 


A. Ves: For as we are ſometimes miſ- 


led by a Partiality to ourſelves, and act in 


Contradiction to the Good of Mankind in 
general, 


1 


EE 
general, it is our Duty to humble ourſelves 
before our moſt merciful Father, to con- 
feſs our Crimes, and to expreſs our full Re- 


ſolution of amending our Conduct for the 
future. 


Q. Pray give me a Summary of your Re- 
ligion, both in Speculation and Practice? 
A. I believe that there is one God, the 
Maker ofall Things viſible or inviſible. I 
believe that he created all Men to be hap- 
py, both in this World and in the next. I 
believe that they who contribute to this 
Deſign will be rewarded in a future State, 
and that they who do not contribute to it 
will be puniſh'd in a future State, And 
laſtly, I believe it my Duty to keep in my 
Heart a warm Senſe of Gratitude to Gop 
for my Creation, and for my Hopes of 
Happineſs both here and hereafter. 


Q. Beſide this Creed of yours, T ſhould 
be glad to hear what Set of Laws you regu- 
late your Conduct by? 


A, My Laws are the Laws of WE 
and are theſe following, 


I. Thou 


Thou ſhalt not pey Adoration and "my 


vine Honours to any Being belides the 
| Creator of the Univerſe, 


1 - 
Thou ſhalt not treat the Name or No- 
tion of thy great Creator with Familiarity | 


"7 9 


17. 
Thou ſhalt attend on publick Worſhip, 
as thy Health and Circumſtances will per- 


mit. = 
* 


. | Thou ſhalt live in due Subordination 


and Obedience to Authority, whether Na- 
tural or Civil. 


Thou ſhalt do no Murder direQly or or in- 


fein. 


VI. * . | 

Thou ſhalt not falſely blaſt the Credit of 

another, directly or indirectly. 

VII. 5 

Thou ſhalt not wrong another of his 
Property, ur or indirectly. 

VIII. Thou 


ls) 


VIII. 
Thou ſhalt avoid a licentious Indulgence 
of Appetite, left thou * hg or 
others. ; 


BS = 
5 T hou ſhalt in all Things conſult the 
Happineſs of others as well as of thyſelf 0 


1 your Religion is founded on the 
| Belief of a God, I defirt you'll mou the 
Exi ence of a God. 
A. The Being of a God is thus prov'd. 
N The Faculty of Reaſon, which 
very Man may diſcern within himſelf, 
faftciently demonſtrates to him his own 
Exiſtence, becauſe every Faculty muſt be- 
long to Something. 
* Secondly, From his own Exiſtence, eve- 
1 ry Man is afſur'd that Something has exi- 
ſted from all Eternity; becauſe it is ut- 
teerly impoſſible that any thing ſhould ſtart 


into Being without Cauſe. 
Thirdly, As then there is an abſolute 


Neceſſity that Something muſt haveexiſted 
from all Eternity; ſo whatever has thus 


exiſted * Eternity muſt exiſt indepen- 
C dent 
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(10). 
dent of any other Being, and by an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of Exiſtence inherent in its 
own Nature; becauſe, if it is now abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that Something muſt have 
exiſted from all Eternity, there muſt have 
always been the ſame abſolute — of 
the Exiſtence of Something. 
Fourthly, This abſolute Neceſlity of 
Exiſtence muſt be lodged either in a Suc- 
ceſſion of Beings, or in a continued Being. 
But no Succeſſion of Beings can exiſt by a 
Neceſſity inherent in its own Nature; be- 


cauſe the Idea of neceſſary Exiſtence is ſo 
far from being included in that of Succeſ- 


ſion, that it is directly contradictory to it, 
inaſmuch as every Member of the Succeſ- 
ſion is ſuppoſed only temporary ; where- 
fore to ſuppoſe a Series of Beings ſelf- 
exiſtent, is toj0in two contradictory Ideas; 


vi. an abſolute Neceſſity of Exiſtence, 


and an abſolute Neceflity of Non-Exiſ- 
tence.— Again; Whatever has exiſted from 
all Eternity cannot ceaſe to be, becauſe 
Exiſtence is evidently and abſolutely in the 


Nature of a Being which has always exi- 
ſted: And we cannot (without a manifeſt 
Contradiction) ſppoſe an End to the Exi- 


ſtence 


( 12 ) 

tence of any thing which cannot ceaſe to 
be ; but an imaginary End to any Succeſ- 
ſion of Beings is “* obvious, only by ſuppo- 
ſing no Succeflor to the laſt : (for the No- 
tion of a Being, which is to exiſt but a de- 
termin'd Space of Time, does not convey 
the leaſt Hint of an abſolute Neceſſity that 
ſuch a limited Being ſhould leave ſuch a li- 
mited Succeſſor) Therefore every Succeſ- 
ſion of Beings is dependent, and may 
ceaſe to be. | 

But if we examine the Nature of a 
continued Being, we find no Poſſibility of 
its Non-Exiſtence ; it is ſecure from all 
other Beings by its Independency ; and as its 
Principle of Exiſtence is lodg'd within it- 
ſelf, to ſuppoſe the Principles of Non-Exi- 
ſtence lodg'd within it too, is to ſuppoſe 
two contradictory Ideas. 

Fifthly, Whatever has exiſted from E- 
ternity, and by the Energy of its own Na- 
ture, cannot be under any Limitation 


— — 2 


—— 


Obj. If a Series be ſuppoſed eternal and ſelfrexiſtent, wwe 
cannot ſuppoſe an End to its Exiſtence. | 

Anſ. This Objection only aſſerts, that the Idea of an ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Exiſtence includes the Idea of abſolute 


Neceſſity of Exiſtence. 
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from another Being, otherwiſe two cons 
tradictory Ideas would be join'd together, 


Viz. Dependency and Independency. An 
independent Being then cannot be Jimited 


from any external Cauſe: And to ſuppoſe. 


ſuch a Being under Limitation from its 
own Nature, is to join together two con- 
tradictory Ideas, viz, a Neceſſity of Exi- 


ſtence, anda Neceſſity of Non-Exiſtence; 
becauſe every Limitation is a Prohibition 
of Exiſtence. The Force of this Argu- 
ment diſcovers itſelf in Regard to Time 
ſooner than in Regard to Space, for we 
very readily apprehend, that a ſelf. exiſtent 


Being cannot want Exiſtence during any 


Portion of Time, either from external or 


internal Cauſes. And it is equally certain, 


that a ſelf-exiſtent Being cannot want Exi- 
ſtence in any Point of Space, either from 
external or internal Cauſes: And as it is 
a moſt certain Truth, that every Limita- 


tion is cauſed by ſome ſuperior Agent, it is 


very certain, that an independent Being 
cannot be ſubje to any Limitation. An 
independent or ſelf-exiſtent Being then is 
infinite, and fills every Point of Space, as 
well as every Point of Time. 


Sixthly, 


(13) 
Si ærbly, It is impoſlible that abſolote 
Neceſſity ſhould include Contrarieties: 2 
Therefore all Qualities which attend upon' 
abſolute Neceſſity are compatible, and 
may be united in one Being; there is there; 
fore an abſolute Neceſſity for the Exiſtence 
of one ſuch Being only; and conſequently 
there is but one neceſſarily exiſtent Being. 
Again, abſolute Neceſſity muſt be ſimilar 
and uniform; that is, if there were more 
neceſſarily exiſtent Beings than one they 
muſt be alike, otherwiſe abſolute Neceſſity 
would differ from abſolute Neceſſity : 
And, as a Being neceſſarily exiſtent muſt 
be infinite in Extenſion, if there were 
tw o or more ſuch Beings, it would ſollow, 
that two or more Beings of the ſame Kind 
might exiſt at the ſame Time, in the ſame 
Place, which is abſurd; therefore there is 
but one ſelf- exiſtent Being. 
HSGeventbiy, As there is but one ſelf- 
_ exiſtent Being, all other Beings muſt be 
dependent on, and muſt derive their Exiſ- 
tence and their Perfections from that one 
ſelf. exiſtent Being; for a Perfection can 
no more ſtart into Being without a Cauſe 
than a Subſtance can. 
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bones ang” RY aro Perſections e, 
tually exiſting in ſome dependent . 83 5 — 
and therefore muſt exiſt in the ſupreme — 
Cauſe, And as our great Creator is inca- 4 
pable of being limited, theſe Perfections " 3 
muſt/be infinite in him, in ſuch Manner —- 
as they admit of Infinity, + 
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